Advertiſement. 

is Letter was Compoſed: for the Main. 
ſome Months fince ; and was defign'd to. 
_ been Publiſh'd ſooner : But what with the- 
Tranſcribing, and ſome ather accidental De- 
layes, 'it was but now lately. committed to ry 
Preſs. It may ſeem =ollibly to fome-leſs need 

ful than ever : But as oo Hypotheſis is 

which I here go upon, ſo the particular go Z 


| too many yet amongſt us, will render it, I hope, - * 
| neither Unſeaſonab e nor Unuſeful. 
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T 0. Tn 
READER. 
HEN «yon this Letters being determin'd to the | 
_ Preſs, I prefix*d the (bort Advertiſement to it, 
I thought it thew as mach as was needful : Nor did I de- 
hy to have troubled the Reader further. But ſome niew 
hings ſince offering themſelves «s proper , I hope I ſhall 
be excaſed in what | here add; and the rather, becauſe of 


ſome Paſſages I have to preſent to the Reader, from a certain 
Reverend Perſon, written on the Occaſion of this Diſcourſe, 


He is pleaſed to think, That now eſpecially, on the Jun- 
&ture of this long deſired Peace, it may have its Effe&t 
- on ſome Perſons; That it may firmly eſtabliſh 
many of the King's Friends , andy oc the more. * 
Moderate and Confiderate of his EnemieS 

And what true Exngliſh-Man, and eſpecially; as he adds, 
what true Church-Man, would not earneſtly endeavour, 
that all the Well-diſpoſed in the Adverſe Party, might 
now at laſt come in, and enjoy in. common the Ble 
which God hath handed to us by His preſent Majeſty ? 
Who would not wiſh them for their own ſakes, that Eaſe 
and Serenity of their Minds, which a Vertuous and Pro» 
ſperous King yields to ſuch, as look-on him to be, as he is, 
the Guardian of Church and State * Who would have 
thtm, through a moſt unhappy Miſtake, contribuce their 

a Parts 


To the Reader, 


Parts to the Unhinging att again, and reducing us to 
thoſe Exrrerpities we'trenblingly expeted from 
the late Reign? Who would not rejoyce to have a Haad 
in Preventing their Guilt, and the too Probable Miſchief 
that may ts their Good. Meaning, not only to us, bur 
to thergſelvey? And whe-would have chem diſgutted 
with ths Perſog, who, upon a right UpypritanBag, 
ſhould be Dearer to them than their own Lives? As 
firmly believe he 15 to great Numbers of his SubjeQts. 

' And yet (goes he on) though bis own Vertues chal- 
lenge a great Share of Faſſon trom vs, it is not only this, 
but the Church and Nation, ſo many Millions of Mcn 
and Chriſtians their being Blefſed in Him, that raiſeth 
Love and Hanour to is ful Pitch, and makes them thus. 
kindly overflow'n us : Nor can we ever ſo relinquiſh this 
Brernal Duty to onr Country and our Religion, as to 
Abandon them'to the Will of any Man. 


Thus far that Pious and Reverexd Perſon : And certainly 
what he ors xirs as you Weight % m__y init, It 
« particularly Unhba ing, that fo ma erſons of . our 
Eerelenr here, ſet be "= Divided, p- E anc fad 
the reſt of their Brethren; And that what the one Rejoyce 
in, the great Bulk and Body of the_Nation, the other ſhould 
ſo vehemently Reſet and Oppoſe; to the lofs' not aunty of 
Livelihood and Content, ana in fame of Life, but to the bein 
uatwrally DiſaffetFed, and imbitter'd perhaps, againſt all choſe 
Nobls and orchy Patriots, and theſe moſt Piows, Learned, 
and Reverend Church-Men, which have ſhewed themfelves 
with zhe greateſt Forwardueſs and Zyal, in Aſſiſting or Coms 
phing with this moſt Happy Preſervation and Deliverance of 
our N'4tion : Aﬀording at the [ame time the greateſt Advan- 
tage, andgroun f Coalummniation imaginable to the Enemies 
Fs Church ana State ; and caſting together with it the 

greateit 


To the Reader: = 
gooter Slarr' and Diſgrate, on both the Government aud 
eligivn of their Native Country; on what the Parliament 
and the Charch wr "0 much Wiſdom ard Heroick Stedfaft neſs 
have done. And all this, 4s we do abſolately belie:t, from a 
miſtaken Rral, and pn wofortunare fort of Warmth and Height 
ia their Temper, and Adberence te ſome Extreams, beyond thi 
Bounds, and Free and Naturgl Obligations of either Reaſon 
or Religion, "+ "4 

Ana certainly, if, again, it be duly conſilered, what Alvan- 
tage thoſe of the Church of Rome, on the one hand, have 
received from our High Doitrine of Paſſive Obedience ; what 
Artifices thire have been to Screw it up and Promote it ; how 
they have laugh'd in their Sleeves, and were ſerving their Ends 
ou us by it in the late Reign; and what a Dreadful Pretipice 
#t brought us to. a then that we have Expoſed our ſelves, 
on the orher, 79 Di Parties as are amongſt n 
and who have þ Lag frac wir To, rk and Extrava- 
gant in the Aſſerting of this Doftrine; to ſay nothing of the 
Scandal given lately to many of our own Members on the account 
of it. I ſay, when we duly conſider theſe, and ſuch other things, 
we ſhall have no reaſon, I hope, to be fond of Exceſſes, but to- 
ome 10 4 due Poize in the Point before ws. 

But I muſt not ſtay too loxg in an Introduttory Preface to- 
ſo ſhort a Diſcourſe ; and ſhall only therefore add, That wh4t- 
ever ſome may be pleaſed to imagine, . the Doitrine which is 
here aimed at, is the real Safety of a Governour Himſelf, as 
well as of the State; and with but Moderate Caution, will 

revent ſuch Commotions, and Fatal Revolutions, «s under 
the Higheſt Strains of this Pretended Doftrine of A4bſclute 
Non- Reſiſtance, are yet apt otherwiſe very frequently to happen. 
Bur with x t oterabte Man Ds #9 AEANYY 5 8 
fore, and this without the T emptation to ſach Arbitrary Ex- 
orbitancies, is ſecare on his Throne anhder this Principle, it 
being Naturally, as well as otherwiſe, ſo great an Offence _ 


To the Reader. 


the Rody, without « Caſe of Extremity, to do Violesce to the 
Head, And he is only hereby ſteer'd to his own Safety, and 
that of the People, f1 bs the greateſt Ext avagancies. 

Theſe are ſome of the Grounds, and chief Conſiderations, 
which have cauſed the making Publick of this Brief and Plain 
ra ;z an eaſie goons! anagement, "and not Accuracy, 

cim'd at init : If it may be candidly accepted, and of 
pan, F/ to the FVorld, A is f the great Thing ſought and in- 
rended by its Aathor, 
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| Of ” h JT 7 
SIR, ) ve Aa 

T hath been ſeveral times in my Mind+o write my 
I Proe Thoughts to you concerning the Nature'of our 

Enghſs' Government ; and' the*Meaſutes-of - that 
Allegiance we owe unto our'Kings ':' indthe rather, -be- 
cauſe of your ithtimating to-me, thaviii a ſmall 'rhing' of 
mine on another Occaſion, I was elicught' by ſome not 
to go to the Bottom of things," T my Deſign was 
| not then to go to the Bottom ; but to offer ſuch” Hiats 

as after all that had been writ largely before, I thought 
mighe'be ſufficient in thar Aﬀairſ? vl 7 9 
\ t fince: your ſelf ſeemed to! joyn in the fame Opi- 
} nion, and to think that it had been better to: have gone 
| deeper; and what is more ſtill, fince the Circumſtances 
of our Nation, ''as to''forne Perſons, Rem ill ro require 
a' plain-further 'Accoumt,” if it be of-theſe State 
Points ; I'fhatl,' though with all / yet alſo with 
much Freedom, and no manner-of Reſerves, expreſs my 
full 'Mind as to''this” matter ';' and that 'chief Ground 
which T have all ne u and which 
wzs ever my fenſe,) a5'F believe your felf@an bear wits 
neſs, every when' that gredt-DbArme of Poſive-Obedience 
and Non-Rrfiſtanco was reached at the higheſt, 

It 
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It is not in the main- any new thing I am about to 
offer : ſo far from that, that as it hath been-.publiſh*d by 
ſeverah ſo I believe if Perſons would . freely ſpeak their 
Minds, there are many of our Church, -and thoſe per- 
haps as Wiſe and as Good-as any others, that are heartily 
forit, For there is one Prejudice that I am willing to 
remove, -agnd early to prevent in this Paper ; which is, 
That I would not have- it thought'that this is written by 
one difaffefted to our Church, .or ſober Principles ; but 
that he hath as true a Veneration for the Excellency of 
its «Conſtitution, and doth as much 'wiith its Glory and 
Proſperity -in the 'World as others whatſoever : 
'F-am-:not 4or.Extreams.; but think Sobriety, Wi 
doin, and. a-true;Chriſtian - Charity, dath well in every 
thing. And if there are, any rhat- can reccive 
Benefit by what-I ſhall -write, and SatisfaCtion on the 
ſame -Grounds' with my ſelf, and that you think- this 
Trifle worth nes Bip the ick, you have 
my On Leave, and W1 of its Prevalency and 
Succels. Wo: 1 


I ſhall then without more to- do fall to. my BuſineG, 
and lay down firſt ſome Preliminary Matters I think good 
to premiſe on this SubjeQ. 


The firſt is, That there is va Man hviog more heartily 
for the Honour and Reverence which. is due to Govern-. 
ment than my ſelf ; more ſenſible of irs Benefit and Ne- 
ceiity in the World ;, and how much - it is Eftabliſh'd of 
God in Scripture, - And of , all, Governments I:have a 
particular Honour for Monatchy.and. our own ; as that 
pokes which, like gus excellent Church, all things 
coal; , is. the; beſt in-the-World. | Manarchical Go- 
vernment. I look upon in 'the general-to be of all — 
t 


(#] 
the moſt Natural, and. the moſt. Delircable/; . It hath 
God for its Patteri, and the, Thec of the Univerſe ; 
with that glorious Sun which-{hines Yngly/ 00 the Hea- 
vens giving Light and Warmth to the Inhabitants of 
the Earth. I condemn not any other Lawful and Ufeful 
Forms of Hummane:Goveroment ,;. but I cannot bur give 
the Preference unto this ;. and-;am. apt to, believe, what- 
ever ſome: may imagine or fear,. that there will not any 
other be found agreeable ig haſte co. the. Exg/iſb Genius 
and Conſtitution. 

I lay down Secondly. this: Maxime, which.none I hope, 
notwi ing any thing I. bave before ſaid, will be 
ſo /Unrea as to deny,, That Kings,. and ſo all 
Governours, . whether you- take. it-in'a way of Reaſon 
and Nature, or of. Divine Jaſtitution, are. for the People, 
(to rule-them really for their Good, and- according unto 
Right) and not the Peaple for Ki It is the true S/us 
Popal;, the true and abſolute Publick Good, and-Publick 
Right, that is the Supream Law, and Meaſure of Go- 
vernment, and not the 'Tyranny.or Ambition of an Ex- 
orbitant Governour. , 

It will be readily indeed-own'd, that they are the moſt 
Illuftrious Part, or. rather Head of the Body the People; 
and that have a Sacred Stamp and CharaQter upon 
them ; and both challenge and require the- higheſt Civil 
Veneration and Obedience : . Like the. Image which a 
pound to Nebachednezzar in his Dream, they are t 

rue Head of Gold: to that Body. of Silyer, Braſs, and 
of Iron , together with the Clay j. which was cloſel 
related, yet inferiour to it. But to think that God . 
ed Kings for themſelves, or-that the P are govern'd 
for the meer -and Service of their Princes, and not 
for their -own ſake chiefly, and. a-generab Good, - is too 


groſs an. Abſurdity, in- Nature and Religioa, to 
| want 


[8] 
"want or delprye the {caſt Confutation, -: Their 
ry Ol FR LOG People,” will ſhew | 
Relation ph ok: nt "tbd rhas any are ie 
or th Safety, Honoir, Peace, and Direttion- of the 
*"WHOIE. * 
I do willing -notwithfiandi Opal: next; The 
Difficulty as well as'Honourof ent;” and that 
in ſuch a + Crowd of Buſineſs as Princes as 


7 vie the Abuſes 
Subordinate Miniſters and 
extream hard in ſuch an” Age'as this v0 fleerchs Clarice 
of Government in « ſtrait Line 1 Aud provided that the 
great and common ſafety of the whole: be in 'the main 
carried on, and ſinc intended; we areito look with 
great Candour upon ſome- leſſer Irregularities and-'De- 
and eſpecially to be careful' not with'a ſowreatd 
ſeditious Mindto reproach or ridicule them, . . * 
And here I cannot but be reminded of what the.In- 
nious Mr. 'Glanvill hatly/ excellently well -obſerv'd, in 
- fmart Reflect0ns on Drollety and: Athiifan, with re- 
to this matter, They are _—_ im the-laft 
Fairion of his Saddnciſmm Trinmphats; what cite 
from him is-p. 13. He is ſpeaking-of fans Qaibbling 
Debaschees,' arjf other M-minded Perſons, as Enemies of 
505 go and Goverwment ; and with teſpett fo the-latter 
pea s particularly thus : 
« For Government, its Influence depends upon the Re- 
«. yerence ity Rulers have from the People'; and while 
«. they are-Men there wilt be Miſcatriages in Publick Af- 
<4 fairsand Maiiageanents of: State”: > And'if all the Sli 
* and ImperfeQions,- all che Miſtakes and Faules of the 
« Supream 


\ 
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« Supream Miniſters of Rule be tattled and aggravated 
« among the Herd; the Government will thereby be ex- 
« poſed to the Scorns of the Rabble; and loſe a great 
« part of its Force with its Reverence, And 1a this it 
« ſuffers infinitely. from the Drolling Phantaſticks, who 
« blow in the Sores till they have rankled them with their 
« Malicious and Poyſonous Breath ; and ſhoot Libels at 
« the Government till they have made deep Wounds in 
* its Reputation and Reverence,and turn'd every Tongue | 
© into a Weapon of War againſt it. Thus do theſe 
« Chams diſcover their Fathers Nakedneſs, and rejoyge to 
<« publiſh the Shame of thoſe whoſe Faileurs and Infir- 
« mities Loyalty, Prudence, and regard to the Publick 
« -Quiet, ſhould oblige them to conceal. 

Thus far he, Upon which the profoundly Pious and 
Learned Dr. More bath this Advertiſement ; and I hag 
my Eye particularly upon it, and perfectly agree with 
himin it ; p. 25. 

« What the Writer of this Letter delivers in this Se- 
« Etion is worth the moſt ſerious Confiderawon of all 
«© Men that are not ſo well affeQted to Government as they 
cc _ to be : whoſe Authority is certainly moſt ſacred, 
« and their Role, if it be tolerable, exceeding commendable ; 


« thoſe in high places having fuch ſtrong 'Temptations 


« from'the Flatteries and Circumventions of cunning Pa- 
« raſites, and forcible attempts of Things ; whereby they 
« are attack'd daily, and too often drawn into Miſtakes 
& before they be aware : Upon which for others to inſulr, 
« 1s a moſt ſalvage and inhumane thing, and quite con- 
< trary. to the Law of Charity, which 1s the Indiſpenſa- 
« ble Rule of a Chriſtian, &s. Anda little after I repeat 
it again, and indeed I have often and often thought of it, 
Thar Princes, and Grand Miniſters of State, that may 
lcem to acquit themſelves tolerably well, do really _ 

B thems 
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themſelves exceeding well, conſidering. the high 'Temp- 
tations they have, and are worthy of all Loyal AﬀeQion 
and Honour. How highly then are thoſe Princes to be 
honoured, and Scnely lov'd, who Rule well ; and 
have a real tender Regard to the Peace and Welfare of 
all their Subjetts. 

I obſerve Fourthly,: and that as under the lat, with 
all readineſs of mind, the wicked Temper and Principles, 
and ACtions ſuitable, of ſome Perſons with reſpe& to 
Government : And that as Princes have oftentimes prov?d 
exorbitant and exceſſive, and in a barbarous ſort uſed and 
oppfeſſed the Subje& ; ſohave theſe in their turn, in a 
way of Fattion and Rebellion, and this in divcrs Vlaces, 
_ under different Religions, done exceeding wicked and 
abominable things. And as I am altogether againſt Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion, ſo am not I in the leaſt leſs, but 
rather more againſt the evil and barbarous Licentiouſneſs 
and Rebelliouſneſs of the People. Bur ſo hard is it in 
ſome Caſes for either thele to reſtrain their FaCtiouſnels 
and Fury, or for Princes in others their Tyranny and 
Exorbitancy, 

I obſerve chearfully now the Excellency and the Hap- 
pineſs of our own preſent Prince and Government ; by 
the means of which, though in the midſt of Difficulties, 
we enjoy the greateſt Good, and avoid the greateſt Evil 
which can well befal us : And when we ſeriouſly put our 
Peace, Laws and Religion, as it were, in one Scale, to- 
gether with the Danger and Violence we eſcape, and 
whatſoever Hardſhips and Difficulties we have felt, or that 

lyes ypon us in the other ; however theſe may be heavy 
in themſelves, and-as to many -perſons truly pityable, yet 
certainly upon the whole there is no compariſon in the 
Ballance ; and the former muſt infinitely preponderate 
in the Judgment and Libration of any ſober and unpre- 


judiced 
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judiced perſons, And Jet Friends or Enemies find the 
utmoſt DefeAs or Abuſes which they can, in any parts 
or wheels of the Adminiſtration, yet there 13 that Con+ 
duct, Faithfulneſs, and Succeſs, in the main of our happy 
State and Government, as deſerves the higheſt Duty, 
Gratitude and Veneration, to be paid to our good and 
excellent Prince : And we have only to pray, that we 
may be long ſafe and happy under him. But that I may 
not be thought to flatter or deſign, I ſhall ſay no more 
or this Topick; or at leaſt ſhall defer it to ſome other 
place. « | 
Let me intimate next, that *tis out of no undue or ma- 
lictous Prejudice to the Late K, F. that I am taking the 
pains to compoſe the Letter I am here writing. I hope 
the Candid will interpret it to be done in a way of Zeal 
totlie known Laws and Rights of our Country, and that 
moſt ſacred 'Truth and Religion we profels, and not other- 
wiſe out of any Ill-will to as Unfortunate and Unhappy 
Prince : The Diſaſters that have been upon him, were in 
their Original far from being ſought or defired by our 
ſelves; and in a private way, or ſo far as is conſiſtent 
with the ſecurity of the Publick, there are no perſons of 
Temper, but what, I dare ſay, very unfeignedly wiſh him 
the greateſt Happineſs and Felicity here and forever. 

It will be time now to gather cloſer to the Buſineſs we 
have in hand; and to rf nn Sixthly, That all Enormi- 


. ties arfl Oppreſſions, under any Government, flow from 


nothing but the Corruption and Degeneracy of the 
World : Were Mankind ſuch in any meaſure as they 
ought to be, Princes would either be themſelves Juſt, or 
at leaſt reſtrain*d from all violent and arbitrary Excetles : 
For they would be deſtitute of Inſtruments to ſerve their 
ill Ends, and could do nothing againſt the Number and 
prevailing Right of the Generality. Ir is ill and weak 

B 2 Men 
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Men ſome way joyning with ap evil unrighteous Go- 
vernment, that cauſe it to prevail and proſper in its 
Tyrannies. | 

But to come nearer to that which is deſign*d ſtill : I 
obſerve laſtly, That the Goſpel, or Chriſtianity, was 
never intended to evacuate any juſt Rights Publick or 
Private of Mankind. As the Apoſtle ſaid in that other 
Caſe, Do we then make void the Law through Faith ? God 
forbid : Tea we eſtabliſp the Law, Rom. 3. 31. So the 
Goſpel of our Saviour 1s ſo far in reality from deſtroyin 
any real Rights of Men, that it doth the moſt effeftually 
that it is poſſible confirm and eſtabliſh them, and all Pub- 
lick Rights and Freedoms ſo much the more eſpecially, 
as by how much in their Nature and Conſequences they 
excced thoſe that are Private. In a woad, how much 
Juſtice and Equity, with all Faithfulneſs in general, is 
enjoyn'd and eftabliih'd in the New Teſtament is ſuffi- 
ciently known unto all of us. ; 

When our Saviour faid to thoſe Carpers and Watchers 
for an Advantage, Matth 22. 21. Render therefore unto 
Caſar the things which are Ceſars, and unto God the things 
which are Gods ; Had there been occaſion, or had he 
thought good to ſpeak of thoſe matters, I doubt not but 
he would alſo have exhorted Governours to render unto 
the People the things which do likewiſe belong unto the 
People. Not to take notice that Juſtice towards theſe is 
a part of thoſe things which belong to Almighty God - 
himſelf : And the Invading the juſt Rights of Men, by ' 
any Publick Governour, is the Invading of the Rights, 
the Laws and Religion of God himſelf. And we are 
commanded in this place to render unto Ceſar the things 
. .which are Ceſars; ſuch as are really his, but not to give 

him withal either the Rights of God, or Liberties of the 
People, We may obierve the juſt Wiſdom, and excellent 
Temper of our Saviours Anſwer, King 
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King Charles the Firſt, we may remember, in that 
laſt Speech of his, after all the hard and#barbarous mea-+ 
ſure which he met with, exhorted the Menof thoſe times, 
even the whole Kingdom, and that with Wiſdom and 
Juſtice, that both God, the King, the Church, andthe 
People might have their Dees ; acknowledging a Right 
and a Due toall - Which if ſomethat have ſince ſucceed- 
ed him had obſerved, they had been far from thoſe Trou- , 
les and Misfortunes in the World which they have, ſince 
known, But to return to the'Scriptures. 

We meet there with this other general Exhortation and 
Precept:; Render therefore to all their Dues : All manner 
of Dues whatſoever ; according uato the Right and Law 
of that place which you 1hall live in : For as to the par- 
ticulars and circumſtances of theſe, Clifiſtianity deter- 
mines them not ; but leaves it to be decided by the Rights 
and Cuſtoms of particular places. This is ſpoken, I ac- 
knowledge, upon the occaſion of the Rights, and with 
reſpe&t to thoſe Dues which we owe to Governours : But 
we ſhall find the Precept afterwards enlarged. And I 
will here appeal unto the Reaſon and Ingenuity of Men, 
nay if it were of violent Governours themſelves, whe- 
ther they think not this alio an Obligation upon them- 
ſelves to render unto their Subjets their proper Dues ? 
And whether in Conſcience, and according unto the 
Chriſtian Law, they are not equally bound to univerſal 
Equity with the meansſt of the People? Nay, being in 
ſuch High places, and exalted unto ſo much. Honour 
above them, and the Y/:ce-gerents of God, if they ought 
not to imitate the Glorious - Fountain of their Power, and 
be even Lights and Examples unto others? For as they 
are Chriſtians, they can refuſe none of the Laws of their 
great Maſter-; and of him who is ſtiPd, Kyng of Kyngs, 
and Lord of Lords : And in ſhort, all imaginable Truth, 
Juſtice and Equity, doth oblige them, _ © But 
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But to return to our Paſſage from H. Scripture; we 
tall find its Igtent the beſt irom the whole ; Reader 
therefore unto all their dues ; fuch as arc really, and of 
Right belonging to them : Tribute to whom Tribute is dut ; 
that is to ſay, atter ſuch a manner, and in ſuch a way, as 
according to the Right and Law of the Place is due to 
him ; and fo as readily: you ought to acknowledge and 
diſcharge it : And no body can go about to interpret it 


| any otherwiſe ; ſor we are not hereby obliged to be op- 


preſſed even to Ruine and Deftruftion, and that contrary 
to our Rights and Legal Eſtabliſhments 3 but to render 
that which is due and legal. And lo the-like is to be ſaid 
for what follows ; Caſtom to whom Cuſtom; ſo far as by 
the Right and Cuſtom of the Place it is due to him-; 
And ſo Fear ralwhom Fear, Honour to whom Honour : A 


" due fort of Awe, Reverence amd Obedience, even hear- 


- 


tily and afteCtionarely, to all Rulers and Governours, and 
Men in Place and Authority, according unto the Rights 
and Meaſures of the Government which we live under. 
As no one can ſay, but that this matter 1s very different 
in Poland, and in Tarky ; and fo in other places ſuitable 
to their proper Frame and Eſtabliſhments. W 

But let us hear the Apoſtle a little farther ; Owe no man 
any thing, but to love one another, This is a univerſal 
Precept, reaching all nero high and low : And though 
there were not any Chriſtian Princes then, yet when they 


came to be ſo, as ſuch, they are gblig'd by theſe Laws, 


and to be juſt, kind and faithful unto all ; as near as may 
be, to owe no Man any thing; but as to love the Bre- 
thren, univerſal Mankind, and the Church of God, fo 
particularly. to be kind and juſt to their SubjeQts ; and by 
Force and Violence to alter none of their proper Rights 
and Priviledges : And all this. upon the common ſcore of 


. Chriſtianity and' Juſtice ; but much more, if their Oath, 
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Gratitude and Honour, repeated Foote, and publick 
Declarations, with the higheſt Tyes and Obligations 
imaginable, are upon them for it. 
' Let us hear King David the Son of Jeſſe, the Man 
who was raiſed up on high, the Anointed of the God of | 
acob, and {weet Plalmiſt of Iſrael ; when he ſpake in 
is laſt words, . by the Spirit of God, 'and his word was 
in his Tongue. The God of Iſrae! ſaid, the rock of Jjrae! 
bake to me, He that ruleth over mew muſt be juit, (not 
affe& to be calld, but be really ſo) Ralizg iz the fear of 
God : And he ſhall be as the light of the morning, wh nthe 
Sun riſeth ; even a morning without clouds ; (lo far as re- 
ſpeQs his own Government) 4s the tender graſs ſpringing 
out of. the earth by clear ſhining after rain. All things, as 
to himſelf, ſhall proſper and flouriſh : It ſhall be the fault 
of the People, and of the Conſtitution, ' it he Rule not 
well ; 2 Sam. 23. 1, &c. 

Having premis'd this in a general way, betore I pro- 
ceed further, I ſhall now plainly repreſent what-I drive 
at; which is, That in ſome certain Caſes Princes may be 
Reſiſted and Reſtrain'd ; with the Ground I go upon in 
this matter ; which is that of the Holy Scripture, and of 
a Total Subverſion, I do moſt readily own, and have 
already done it, the Sacrednefs and Authority of Kingly 
Government; nay, and not only ſo, but that very great 
Things are to be born for Order, and for Peace fake ; 
and out of a Regard and Reverence to it, It is not ſome 


| particular Acts of Oppreſſion , or much Male-Admini- 


{tration of Afﬀairs that ought to move SubjeQs to right 
themſelves : There is abundance to be born out of Re- 
verence, as I have ſaid, to a "ſettled Government, and 
for the Publick Peace : And cis one of the worſt Tem- 
pers, and a wicked Charatter, to be of a Proud, Fa» 
ctious, and Turbulent Spirit ; caſlily to be a Mover of 

Inteſtine 
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Inteſtine Commotiong, and inclinable to publick Seditions 
and Diſturbances. A Nation either 1s, or at leaſt ought 
to be, extreamly concerned, and hard ſet, before it come 
to this Remedy. 

But when it 1s evident and apparent that the Ruine of 
our Laws, and Overthrow of our Religion, and that by 
falſe, violent, and unjuſt Means, is notoriouſly ſtruck at ; 
and this in ſuch Circumſtances as to leave us no other 
Courſe or Remedy to fly to ; either loſe your Funda- 
mental Freedom and Liberties, and be univerſally over- 
run, nay perſecnted and _— (as this was the Caſe 
and ProſpeCt. before us in the late Reigns) or elſe defend 
by ſome Courſe your Laws and Priviledges ; (I ſuppoſe, 
you ſee, firm and legal Eſtabliſhments, and undoubted 
Rights on the ſide of the People, and certain Terms and 
Boundaries between the Prince and the Subject ; and of 
ſuch a Conſtitution of Government I ſpeak, and not of 
any other in this Paper) I ſay, in ſuch a Caſe as this, 
and where no other Means are left to be uſed, I ſhall nor 
doubt but that the People, if they are Wiſe and Una- 
nimous, may ſtand upon their ;uff Safety and Defence ; 
and if the Prince be perſevering, oblige him by force to 
hearken unto Reaſon ; and by fitting Cautionary Mea- 
ſures, tye up his-Hands from Tyranny for the future : 
Nay, if they ſhall find it neceſſary for their Safety, 
wholly lay him aſide ; eſpecially if he ſhall adminiſter 
ſuch a Ground and Occaſion, by a wilful Abdication, and 
Receſſion from his People, and from the Government, 
as did the Late King; and when all Circumſtances at 
Home and Abroad ſhall call and invite to it. 

And now I would have any one to conſider in Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience, and without conſulting his Paſſion 
or Prejudice, and ſome high Notions, what he hath to 
fay againſt this procedure. If he ſtick at the H. Scrip- 

ture, 
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ture, and think that this is contrary. to opr Duty there, 
beſides the Hints I have already given, I ſhall afterwards, 
I hope, ſufficieatly clear the matter as to that ; and 
evince to him that the Scripture never ,deſigned to ren- 
der Princes Tyrants, ſuch eſpecially as are Chriſtian, 
nor yet the People Slaves; \even when they have publick, 
undoubted Rights and Priyiledges.on their fide ; But thag 
there ought to be acknowledged a itrift Jultice from one 
to other; and nothing as to the main attempred for the 
violent overthrow of either. 

For what concerns the Oath we take unto .our Kings, 
if any one ſhall here object that, I take it to be no other; 
whatever ſome declaratory Expreſſions may have ſound. 
ed, and ſeem occaſionally to import, (Cales that are ex- 
tream being alwayes harſh and invidious to be mention- 
cd ;). I ay, I take it, in the main, to be no other 
than that of "1g rig according to Law,; and the very 
Nature ,of the "Thing neither can nor ,oughte to imply 
more : It would otherwiſe in effe&, ia fome certain 
Caſes, be an unlawful Oath ; at leaſt overthrow, I am 
ſure, our entire Frame and Conſtitution. And if we 
ſpeak of this, we may here juſtly refle&t upon the Sa- 
credneſs and Solemaity of the Royal Oath of our Kings, 
in the moſt High, Pompous, and Glorious fort imagi- 
nable, made ro God: and to the People, at the Altar 'of 
his Son, ,for- a- moſt Faithful and Legal Adminiſtration ; 
Certainly, theſe Oaths ought to be ſtyQly binding on! all 
hangs, and God will judge of the Truth: and Equity of 
us all, . ; 

There is nothing . but what, the Wickedneſs, blind 
Z's Tees of pms ;eay: pervert and. abuſe ; 
and very 'abomanable. things: have. too frequently. been 
done in f RR dei and under = hr 
Publick Good, and the Rights of the People, and for 
| C the 
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tlie Cauſe, as they have faid, of God and Religion ; 
when whatever leſſer Provocations they have had, their 
Meaſures and - Proceedings have been miſchievous and 
unreaſonable, nay, barbarous and enormous, and with- 
out ſuch a- fundamental overthrow of the State, and 
ſubverſion of all Right, and ſafety of the SubjeR, as is 
here ſpoken of : When neither the Souls, nor yet the 
Bodies of Men, with their Fortunes and Eſtates, were 
any thing near in that Danger they were in the late 
Reign amongſt our ſelves ; when the Circumſtances. of 
the Nation were truly Critical, and altogether Extra- 
erdinary , and both required. and allowed an Extraor- 
dinary Cure, We were all in a manner in this Senti- 
ment then, and by the Bleſſing of God both ſought and 
found it. | 

Nay, ſome there are ſo Proud, Fa&tiovs or Ambi- 
tious, and {o impatient of ahy thing againſt their own 
Humours, that on very ſmall Pretences they. have, in 
divers Kingdoms, been the Authors or Attempters of 

reat Miſchief, But for all ſuch I have nothing to fay, 

t for their utter Confufion and Condemnation ; let 
them reap the fruit of their own wickedyeſs, and an- 
{wer for all the Evil, and unreaſonable Diſturbance the 
have occaſioned in the World. God ſees, and will 
| judge between the Differences of Men, Times and Sea- 
ons ; with the ends and occafions of their Aings. ; 
and: there ſhall ever be a diftinQion, between the proud 
and afpiring, the ignorant and the fierce, and the more 
innocent Defenders of warn, of their Country. In 
fome the whole Acting may be as noble, as in the other 
corrupt ; and it is not in ſhort the Exceſſes of ſome, and 
Abults.of others, that can infringe, or deſtroy, what is 
otherwiſe any Right or Truth in it ſelf. 


And 
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And ſo much for the blunting of this Prejudice which 
may be urged. ; the occaſions Men have taken, and 
may take, under pretence of 'this Principle, of doin 
wicked and unreaſonable things ; Bur "there is a Fs 
ference, as we ſay, between {taring and ſtark mad ; 
between the loſs of our Coat and our whole Subſtance ; 
between a wound in the Arm and in the Vitals of the }. 
Body ; between the 'wreſting, or breaking, . of one or 
more Laws, and the entire diſſolution of them all at a 
ſtroke ; between ſome leſſer Infringements in matter of 


' Religion, and the entire Change, forceably and arbi- 


trarily, .of that which is Proteſtant and Reform'd to 
Popery, In a woid, it can be only faid that right is 
right, and wrong 1s ye | and what is fitting and 
necefſary is fitting and neceſlary ; but thoſe that do any 


| thing wickedly and unjuitly God will judge. 


ow this Principle in the general which. I here go 
upon, is fo far with all confeiſedly true, that even the 
tigheſt Aﬀertors of Paſſive-Obediexce do 1n certain groſs 
Inftances allow and confirm it. It is known that ſuch 
as Grotixs and Barclay are for it ; and our late greateſt 
Writers that way, with Dr, HZ -—— ks himſelf, do either 
Openly; or at leaſt oO, yield to and acknowledge it. 

hat is to ſay, they will acknowledge, "That if a Prince 
ſhall apparently go about to deſtroy his People ; ſhall 
murder, ſuppoſe, and butcher them at his Humour and 
Pleaſure ; ſhall go about to extirpate and fell them un- 
to others ; or ſhall bring. in a Foreign Power to over» 
run and inflave chem ; with ſuch other groſs Inſtances 
of Rage and Injuſtice : They will acknowledge, I ſay, 


' in ſuch Caſes as theſe, that a Prince may be reliſted and 


reſtrain'd ; and the People ſtand on their Safety and 

Defence : As alſo that they are impowered to take ſome 

care of themſclves in the _— Phrenzy, Dotage, total 
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Diſability, and ſuch like. And this, ſo far as I ſee, by 
a plain Natural Right, even though they ſhould not 
have open and expreſs Laws, as Guardians and Aſlertors 
of rheir due Liberties. As the Caſe will be much more, 
one would think, plain and clear, where theſe are 
from a certain and undoubted preſcription evident and 
known. 

But the uſe which I would chiefly. make of what 
hath been here ſaid, is this ; I would gladly know 
where in Scripture, and from the Divine [aw, they 
have any ſuch Liberty as this granted them ; and from 
thence they pretead to fetch the Meaſures of Duty and 
Allegiance. If they ſay that theſe are ſuch hard Caſes, 
that the Law of Nature: it ſelf ſeems to haye a plain 
right to curb and reſtrain them ; and that they cannot 
be ſuppoſed to be included in the Scripture Meaſures of 
Obedience , Ieaſily grant it : ' But then demand further, 
If that cf a Total Subverſion, ſuch as I here ſpeak of, 
and ſuch as was coming on us in the late Reign, be not 
a hard Caſe too? And if that alſo can be no Warrant 
tor a juſt ſelf-defence ? If the Scripture hath. ſpoken 
any thing more of 'the onethan of the other ? Or what 
Reaſon can they give, even on their own Hypotheſis, 
why it ihould not in its place, and according to propor- 
rion, (it coming ſo near to ſome' Caſes and Inſtances 
given) be acknowledg'd and allow'd ? That particular 
Oppreſſions, and Male-Adminiftrations of a lower kind, 
ſhould not be admitted as a juſt Cauſe ; beſides that the 
Remedy will in all likelyhood prove worſe than the Di- 
ſeaſe, we ſhall afterwards find Reaſons from the Scrip- 
ture it-felf againſt that ; but none againſt the Caſe of a 
Total Subverſion. 

We have ſeen in-part whither as well Reaſon, as the 
Divine Law, will naturally carry us from the very _ 

ciples 
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ciples and Conceſſions of theſe Gentlemen : . For the 
fame Warrant, and thc ſame Authority, they can al- 
ledge for the one, I will :/\v in a juſt and near propor- 
tion bring for the other ; and both ſhall be juſtihed from 
the plain ſtate and neceility of the whole, ; 
And as ſuch Changes as theſe violent and txtraordi- 
nary from more common Rules, may be ſometimes 
made, upon Emergencies that are equally extraordinary 
and violent, fo alſo will this hold for whatſoever parts 
or circumfſtantials of them ; as ſuppoſe, for the making 
. ſome neceſſary Alteration in the Lineal Deſcent, though 
as {mall as may be; the Calling of a Convention ; 'and 
ſach like. T look upon it to be the Advantage as well 
as Right of our Government, to be Hereditary ; and 
the Confuſions in Poland at this very day may* very well 
make us ſo much the more ſenſible of this Truth + Bur 
then nothing is to be carried on too far, and with Super- 
ſtirion ; nor that by this means rendered on certain occa- 
fions our Miſchief, which is' otherwiſe our Advantage ; 
" nor ought it to be ever made any other, * It 1s'certain 
that all Rules of this kind, gerieral and ordinary, are 
and ought to be eſtabliſhed for general and ordinary 
Caſes ; and they are not, *tis true, lightly to be deviated 
from : But in this World, and as Men are, it will be 
impoſſible but that at Times extraordinary Caſes will 
ariſe ; and- in ſuch extraordinary Meaſures mult ariſe 
too ; and tis a piece of weakneſs to think, that in ſuch 
Poin:s as theſe, we ought to hopple our ſelves wich our 
own Chains; and make our even good an Evil to us: 
As if the Laws of a People for ſtared Peacceable. Times, 
were not in ſome extraordinary JunCtures variable and 
alterable, and to be ſubject to that People ; the Ruling, 
Collective part, as I may ſoſpeak, or Body of them. 
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It is a common ſaying, There is- xo Rule without an 
Exception : And undoubtedly it holds moſt true here. 
Nature it ſelf uſually is Conſtant and Regular ; yet 
ſometimes are there great and noted Irregularitics, from 
its ordinary Courſe : The very Elements ſeem in Diſ- 
order and Confuſion, and the face of things is quite dif- 
terent from what is common ; Cities are perhaps ſtruck 
down and deſtroyed, the Earth it ſelf moved, and the 
Courſe of Rivers and Waters ſtopped and inverted : 
And yet after all theſe, things return at length unto their 
duc Order, and the wonted Regularities are obſerved. 
And fo alſo may it bein our preſent Caſe ; when extra- 
ordinary JunEtures and Deviations are over, and ſuch 
as were really neceſſary, or thought to be at leaſt highly 
expedient, let things then return to their wonted Order 
and Channel. And whatever ſome Perſons in their No- 
tions would be at, ſuch Changes as theſe both ever and 
anon have, and will be ppening out in Goyeraments 
and States, while Intereſt, Oppreſſion, and a regard to 
Safety, ſhall be found in the World. But if they be 
in any thing wicked or unreaſonable, let them anſwer 
| it to God and the World that make them ; TI have no- 
thing to do here but with what is juſt, reaſonable, and 
neceilary. | 

And I cannot alſo but obſerve by the way, being on 
this Subje&t, how ſome of our higheſt Perſons for Paſive- 
Oledience, and Leaders in our Church, carried it about 
the time of the Reyolution : No Perſons in their way 
did more to favour it, at leaſt the coming in of the then 
Prince of Orange, than themſelves did, Firſt, with ex- 
-cellent Prudence they drew up the Three Prayers ap- 
pointed to be read during the time of publick Apprehen- 
fiops ſromghe Danger ot Invaſion, as the Title worded 
it : There was nothing to diſcourage, but rather incou- 

rage, 
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rage, the Glorious Undertaking then in hand : Our Re- 
ligton, Laws, and Antient Government, were expreſly 
pray'd for. Se&bndly, They offer'd further Aavices to 
the King ; the very Heads of the Prince's Declaration, 
batigg, as I remember, the point of the Prince of Wales, 
which in Prudence they omitted, and then Printcd them, 
Thirdly, When earnettly prefled, and that by the Kin 
himfelt,. they retufed all Abhorrence of the pretend 
Invaſion, And Fourthly, to crown all, They Congra- 
tulated to the Prince his Highneſſes Succeſs, acknow- 
ledged him to be a Great and Glorious Deliverer, and In- 
vited hint to the taking the Adminiſtration of rhe Go- 
vernment upon him : And we have not yet. forgot the 
very Perſons that carried this Addreſs to him. 

Now that Principle, or that Authority, which war- 
ranted theſe and ſuch other Acts, would ſerve, one 
would think, to go alſo farther ; and to comply with 
what was thought by the Wiſdom of the Nation, ne- 
ceſfary and + in the Circumſtances and Chan 
of the Revolution. And great pity it 1s, but that thoſe 
Reverend Perfons, and fuch others like them, and who 
all along before had ated ſo worthily , had as readily: 
for their own and others ſakes come in to, and complyed 
with it. Both the Goodneſs of God, and his Illuſtrious - 
Providence had been the better acknowledged, and as 
well the Peace of the Church, as Happineſs of the Na- - 
tion, ſecored and cſtabliſhed, 

Having proceeded thus far in- what T would advance, . 


F ſhall-now, as I have promiſed, undertake to fhew more - 


fully than before, that ir is not contrary unto the Holy 
Scripture. And becauſe. the chiet place there is in the. 
r3th tothe Romans, I ſhall attempt the giving of a due - 
Paraphraſe, or ſhort Expoſition of thar whole place ; and * 
ſhall then fortifie it from ſomeother Taſtances of H. was | 

us - 
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Thus then the Apoſtle begins the Charge and the 
Exhortation : Let - every ſoul be ſubject to the Higher 
Powers. _ 

I ſhall obſerve Firſt, in a Preliminary way, . That the 
E xhortation throughout 1s general, and only ſo. 

I obſerve Secondly, That it is found in this. Epiſtle of 
St. Paul to the Romans; where upon the account of the: 
Imperial Reſidence. being then amongſt them, it was the 
more. proper to remind them of this Duty : And would 
alſo let the Heathen Governours know, that the Chri- . 
ſtian Law was not for the countenancing Commotions 
or Seditions ; -but for living Peaceably and Obediently, 
according unto the Nature of that Government the Pro- 
vidence of God ſhould place them under. 

I obſerve therefore Thirdly, That this was not a 
Chriſtian but-Heathen Government ; nor had they Laws 
in defence of their Religion and Rights, as by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God our ſelves have ; but on the contrary,. the 
Laws were at that time all againſt them. They. were 
deſigned then to propagate and confirm the Glory of the 
Goſpel, ſo much the more to illuſtrate its Truth and 
Power, by their manifold Deaths and Perſecutions ; and 
lived under accordingly. the great Roman Power, and 
boundleſs Domination, at that time. * 

Fourthly, I obſerve, That 1a all the Changes and Ir- 
regularities of the Empire, which by- the Providence of 
God came to paſs, we find not that the firſt Chriſtians 
did particularly intereſt themſelves in their Quarrels ; 
but left the State to decide its own Controverſies,' and 
liv'd as peaceably as they could under the preſent Reigns; 

Fifthly, I obſerve, That though this Exhortation to: 
Obedience was then firſt given with reſpeCt to the Rowaxs,, 
yet the Spirit of God will be allowed, I conceive,ſo to.cons; 
rrive it, as to fit all Governments, chat Chriſtians ſlauld: 
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95:8092ime live under.:1/ Te will appear” in” ſhort to have. 
been admirably compoſed, and her <and we 
may-{afgly;canclude, -thar' both oy arothe Goker. 


nqurs, and the People goverd,- are ob . be dart gow 
hr Fo Anntodtory. and we are. w 0' be con: 


Nl Tedrenr That oo hleriewabey _—_ 
hly, I: ©,” con great 
hy ce of Gove neptiges ang 
about it by. Chriſt and hea So or of Obedience to 
it,, than.one may well expeR, and judge necelſary, in ſo 
paren Ac; "ax. => and. compleat Roſe oP-Lifs as 2a 
1S; 'A \ "Li +» 19718 
Laſtly, I obſerve,. That i it hath dtp hugh by many | 
ri ſame Chriſtians, through he' Goſpa), 
ined themſelves — fron the'"Cotimon 


- Foraand Rakes.of Government z- as if rhere were row 


ig be;ngſuck-amongft Chriſtians ;/- and that) Ma; 


was to ceaſe; :z:0r at leaſt that 'the Church-onglir only & . 
be ſubjeQt; ro-ſuch as-is Chriſtian :'-ahd {& will have 
the Apoſtles InjunQtiens to have a ſpecial regard wo ſuck 
a6 thelka \However that be, I have done Ss 

peckeinary Remarks, and will: 100640 


Let. every. > foul be ſabje# to the Higher Poodle "That ts 
let all: Perſans, 'higb and low, be ſabje to' the? 
which-are placed 'over them ; -and ler! them be ſubje&t 
according tothe Nature of that” Power,” or of that*Go- 
vernmenty they live under. - For there" is'mo Power: biit of 
God ; the, Powers'that be, of whatſoevet kind; arr ordained 
of .Goa'; They areall of his Permifſion'or Appointment ! 
Such are all. thoſe, . of wharſoever fort, that 'have-for- 
werly-been ; ſuch-ave thoſe 'in like' manner at this day'$... 

and that yery qne in;-particuldr which: you' are? now uns 
der ; , and aypharſocyes: mo that ſh ariſc Dy" 
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God, in his Providence, is ſont wzy vr other the orderee 


ior thre reftlteth the Pover, the Tenied 
) we. "ll - 
whul' Power which he 'is:caft under, and that in vn- 
us. Circumſtances, and while it. atts bur # 'to- 
its Conſtitution, ' refteth che Ordinante 'bf 'Gou), fach a 
Power and Government. as God: was to 'perfnic 
1s/to be; And they that reſeft, after 'ohis manner torbu- 
y and unwarrantably, and without fufficient Ground 
apd: Authority, receive t0 1 
robably here; ho 


bumfe lures Dumpition ; 
wever they ſhall be judged for it here- 
after : And this ſo much the more till; if it ſhall 'be « 


- ad ſo in 'orhier exere which 
And: it will' appear from 'the fiarure- 
s and Govermmentts in the World : 
ined. The Powers that be are 
15 'W -Abſolate or Limited, 'whe- 

ick or itional ; of what'fore'6e fature 
5 attortlingly there" will refult very 
and Obligation in the Subje@ (ſuitable ro- 
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tPowers : ' And 1 take it abſolutely, 
the Goſpel was never idtended to de-- 
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Then theaiworbe affuid of thi Power ?"\ho 1 which 1" 
lautable and commendable, and oh * alt bivve * 
iof -the -/awe: Ar lealt- this is that which thod"e 
to have ; and in fome reſpects, as-T' faid" be 

Meet with it:now';* Howevef ir is the” Duty, 


ev me _ Walid prong 4 units the FRF The 
:Wor ld. - AT \ %, YON th. 


Bower and Government in vain; 7 ih the 
of 'God,"'a-revenger' to execute ED him 


oath Bur unleſs:a;/Man do'ievil, he oughr not 
indeed in any thing to ſuffer, bur to receive ſand 
Proteftion from him : And he ſhould be the For De of 


49d $0 the Peaple-f0cGood, and norgr" Evi-or 
AeuRion,; -, 


FE ade pay-oy ww; 57 66/7 62, vob - 7 Dy with, 
£4 ac ___ are nee: Of. 'of for 
Ein Loalterice'and! DUbye. ad 
DE truly rays ov dh 
NQOours, 26; of ievil rowar 
that ER +nAnd well: may we-be? ſubjett 
for 6: ſake to ſuch Govecnours as :afe-here now 
Happirieſs' ? - pies - 
| to us FLA wi 
mart mg mate ad 
ollows-: For. "for caſe 
:forts 'of Taxes and Ending 
-of\their- Honour -and Dignity, _ 
n Necedlities of our Country : 
Gy we oh miniſters, tor the Good of the People, r 
a tending 
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' ending Fout innalh "6 Khir be te Rendir Flr wes 
hop k he hr &c "Hae we red 


GONE is the __ 5 thy Wada | at tary 7 : aj 
tw'the 1. Pez. 2: « Is, thou} ''Hore," et much 


rhe Noo [ would! (4 to know what Fare is int 


onthe / ter,” or al he 8c: ripcures;” but thr 
which'is W eafonab 4 wat? ; "nay, even'ne- 
"teſfary to'be peru m-theſe! lh trers 2 Bat where ts 


| aſh hid - Paſfr. ;: e-Obedjenre; % wc of nniverſatand 
Non-Reff nie, ken of by ſome, 


| bY ow $ ke pr othls Rea ſbi, 

and ng fk pl Bk bred the deſtrution 
of any Civil. ral-Rights'of Men? Rather 
the incouragh heb ntenthcibg of therh: - 


"But*the w we! You "WAl fiy;& 


£960 Obe- 
dience , are I. limitation or-feftrifio 


ib Rf io theic 'own*narure=and. ir'themfe boy he 


* are'numerous others in' the 

tures ; all notwithſtznding | *ſ allow'o aces. 

tots _ i ae 'Ler vs, "if you plealR; eake'a 'Þ 
fem pf. they "pre repreſent "the" Duty"*of 

oe to i Patents; 'Wives'to their Husbinds,: arid 

Servants ro eheir Ma Rers, TOhilarts obty your Parents in 

att things, for this br well Peaſi »nt0 the" Lord," Col: 

e 4s. the Chayeh 15 | | 

tho Whol 16 their own High 


i "with eabohy ſuch,” Mm Ng kind eter, 
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here are various Exceptions and:Limitations : And when 
it is aid i all things, that the meaning is, in all thiogs 
that are Reaſonable, and our Duty : ny. 
ſhall be. held undoubtedly  excuied. I s Gd ip th 
Foarth Commandment, = on the Sabbath-da 
do no manner of work : FS Chat which & hocetr Fe dere 
and allowed, We are exhorted in a certain place. to wy 
gentle, and to ſhew all meckneſs. to all Men, Tir. 2. 2. 
-- yet in the ſame Epiſtle we are told of th that are 
to be rebuked ſharply, . 1. 13. > nine fanons fo 
in pe of the Kjng ; his mouth 4 ſehr 
guns 


ment. Gps 
and — love hims "that Geateck? 


y true : 


"i various. kinds, 


ng Fn; pag! Terms 
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Poor —tanty arg oa j Fr | 

| cor; bur not to be yore pckni by .any, As, 
Smear wor, again, at el. Give t0 him that acheth 
thee ; and. from him that would borrow of thee turu not thou 


ave), Matth. 42» 
Thas nr oy we will allow in the. main\Paoint 


before us. ; -as-alſo in thoſe ather Inſtances of Wives, 
Children, Servants, and the like ; _ zz, "That there. are 
very Obligations between theſe and their Belagres, | 
y ſome L0t 3) and which ue not alot 
lightly ro be broken. us, to wave the .meer 
hgtlzr be b there is:that [T'ye benmeen Mon and. 
4g wany things arc to be bora of cham, 


there 
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And there nmay be obſerveg;and-hath been obſeryed, 
The __ _ > = L_ Glorious 
'That and fi Obligations The 
= be: ſaid to F< lurk As to God OA and his 
Ho Truth, / her. Native Country in which ſhe had 4 
whe,.to her Husband, and to her Father ;\-that laſtts 
her Father i is, in this Caſe, the leaſt of them all ; and 
' yer was the only one that! ſome would have her n 'twith- 
ſtanding to have obſerved. - Let me only repeat, that no- 
thing chat hath been ſaid will excuſe us from the bearing 
many things after: all fron our Parents; or from paying! 
them. the utmoſ> ond; Obſervance which, we can ; 
and while it is rhe teaſt.Reaſonable ſo to do';. And this 
is eaſily applyed-to.that Caſe of Political Parents and 
Governaurs, which is now before us. 

'So'Laſt| / fot the _ 'of Maſters and Servants : Sey- 
warts be fubjett' Ao wrt. >n 9s 5 with all fear; 'mor ol 
10 the. good and: &/o 10 the froward, 1. Pet. 2.1 
And (o the Apoltle by er excellently to exhort them in 
the following Verſs; ; andiit will on. ſhew, how much 
is to be bcrnof- all ſuch for Duty and-Obſervance ſake; 
and.that' even Frowardaefs, Series, and fome Uniea- 
ſonable Ufage,” oughtnot; preſently ro diffolye:the Duty 
and the Service; but it 1s 'to'be n=.Hh for Peace, and out 
of regard to Humility and . the Law Chriſtian. | Bur 
when: 41 this 4s' faid,. if matters come to be:outragious 
or exceſſive, wlio:will -blame- Servants'dor endeavouring 
+ _ and to right; themſelves ? Or is the Apprentice 

beyond all. Law, Covenagt or Reaſon ? 'I ſtill 
wp of what is Exorbitant and Exceſſive-; and it will 
all ſerve to'illuſtrate from the Scriptures the Point be- 

e Us. 

And now further, for Caſes of Excretnity and Ne- 


cefſity and ſome Changes extraordinary from __ 
u 
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me, one any: Wanee Gangs deviates from its- 
>ourſe, as we have before heard, but the very God of 
| Nature, and of the Divine Law it felf, is ſomerimes 
leaſed, as we. ſhall ſce, . to diſpenſe with -his Laws in 

uk Caſes ; As with that for Circewcrfion Forty Years 
in the Wilderneſs ;-with Davids ing the Shew-Bread: 
in his time of 3 gary A and in it is ſaid, I wil 
have: Mercy and not Sacrifice + That is, Indiſpenſable 
Caſes of Charity and Neceſſity are to take place before 
outward and poſitive Obſervances : And God himſelf, 
whien not abuſed, eacourageth and allowes of this Ruls.:' 
Nay, he is found in Scripture to reje& the: latter; and 
that with. Indignation and Scorn, when without the: 
former ; as if he had not fo much as at all requir'd them : 
Who hath required this at your hand? Iſa. 1. 12. And 
on this ſame account alſo it was faid by- our Saviour, 
The Sabbath was made for Man, (the very Sabbath it 
ſelf) and not Man for the Sabbath, Mark 2. 23. And: 
therefore its outward and ſuperſtitious obſeryation (how 
facred otherwiſe ſoever it be): is not to be exated in 
ſome Circumſtances to the neglet'of Charity, or ſome- 
great and extraordinary. Prejudice of Men. 'And cer- 
tain Tam that Governours, as I have faid,, were made 
for the People, and not the Peo 


for Governours : 


Though otherwiſe all-imaginable is to be given. 
to them. 
We'have a Court of Chancery ſtanding amongſt our 


ſelves to redreſs the - Grievances of the Common Law :: 
Outward Laws cannot always provide. againſt or relieve 
Prejudice and Wrong. The Letter, as ſpeaks the Apo- 
ſle, though in. another Caſe, afrenrimes. killerh. And i it 
is a known ſaying, Sommer jor of ſamms injaria, The 
7a irany: og bench og r 
Law, - is. many times - But 

| a 
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things are to be tempet'd therefore with Wiſdom and 
Juſtice : And God hinadelf, 2s we have ſen. allowes of 
a ſort of Chancery in his'Word ;-+ not to be abuſed, but 
in fitting Caſes, and in ſuch alone, to be uſed by us. As 
before in the Law, {6 allo may it be faid with refpeQ to 
the Goſpel, that the bigheft ego, falfly fo called, 
s ſometimes the greate{t both Miſchief and Superſtition ' 
And we know that commpn Exprefſion, Necefity hath 
»o 'Law, Though nothing is- to be carried beyond its 
true end and bounds. 

Tt will | not be unſeaſonable to obſerve now, That, as 


| the Northern Nations in general always tobk a' ſpecial 


Care of their Liberties, and were Freer than others, ſo 
Exglazd in particular, with all its Troubles, hath'often 
ſignalized-it ſelf in vindicating and afferting them. And 
the whole Form of the Government from time to time, 
with the Laws and Records we have Antient and Mo- 
dern, as alſo the, Oaths of our Kings at their Coronation, 
and Manger of their Royal Inaugurations, do all ſuffi- 
ciently thew and demoaſtrare"this. And if ſome of our 
Neighbours bave loft, or betray'd their proper Priyj- 
ledges, :yet is it the juſt Freedom and Glory of England, 
wo I hope will always be {6, and no way, as I take ir, 
Inglorious to our Kings and Princes themſelyes, to have 
retain'd and eſtabliſh'd them. 

I have further to-hint here, That Princes may be ſuf- 
ficiently Evil and Unjuſt, a Puniſhment from God, and 
Plague te the People, and 'yet not be permicted 'to pro- 
on unto their utter Overthrow and Ruine, © 

Let me only add now to all the reft that hath been 
faid on this Argument; That'it ſeems not at all agreeable 
tothe: Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs of God; to give 
Princes geverally and-at farge, fuct'an Bxotbrant Paver 
oves their Fellow-Creatutes, as forne would' pretend. 

no. 2 | -_  attribite 


| + 
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attribute to them z, as if they-might Rule: and Ride then 


as they pleaſe, and ggronding unto their meer Domina- 
tion and Luft : in.all things that Proverbial Ex- 
preſſion was true, . thaugh never ſo unjuſt, Eccl. $. 4. 
here the word of 4 Kyng is, there is Power, and who can © 
ay unio bim what thow ? Whereas indeed ſuch a 
emper and way of AQing-as this, is execrable- and 
abotpinable, in the Eyes as well of -God as Man ; and 
he Bach often manifeſted very. remarkable Judaments, 
and that divers ways, on Proud, Wicked, and Unjuſt 
Princes. Ir is he io reality that chaffgeth the "Times and 
the Seafons; that removeth Kings and ſerteth'up Kings ; 
And thoſe that walk in Pride he is able to abaſe, Dan. 4. 3 P- 
And thus, 1{ Dealing ſball overthrow the Thrones of t 
Mighty, Wiſd.5..23. We ſay not that this is always fo, 
or that the Good are. never unrighteouſly afflicted /; 
but thus it doth very frequently happen'in the Worly. 


It was the ſaying of the Pharsfees in St. Fobas Goſpel, 
Ch. 7. 49. But this People :who knoweth not the Law ave 
curſed, It was ſpoken wickedly by them, and they were 
themſelyes Curſed ia that wherein they pronounced the 


Sentence on others. But in a due Senſe it may be welt _. 


and Tyrannical Rulers :. They are blind, wicked, dege- 
nerate, and beſotted, and ſo God gives them over to-be 
ruled, and. to.be uſed accordingly by their Governours : 
But were-:they wiler and bettcr, they would ſoon either 
find their, Prigces juſter, or Influence them at"the keaſt 


to the ways of ,Moderation, "os play Peace. There 


applyed to ſome Nations of 4he. World under” Arbitrary 
y 


is a difference when God. calls us plainly unto Suffering,” 
ard when our own Diviſions, Weakneſs, and Superſti- + 
ti0n, betray, us tot ; which I-only. noteiby the 'by 3 'and* 
conclude, That Mankind being fo wicked and corrupt, 

| E 2 no 
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no wonder that: God 


the more glorious for both 
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permits them, both at home- and 
one another as they do. 
T1 have done now: with the maingArgument ; and ſub. 
mit what Lhave-ſaid to the J of m Superiours, 
and of the Church of God. Iwriee, I blets God, with 
no all nor in the leaſt-eo encourage « Seditious 
op which my Soul abhors ; but as T really take che 
e in due wr eee = Nha. T0 ne on A 
4 rg excellent aid, for the Satis- 
ary one Scrupulous, upon this Argutnent figce the. 
ion of ry — not but many of them have 
reach*d their end : "Bur this is that here which, if re- 
ceiv'd, will ſtrike it down with a ſtroke ; and 'Funda- 
mentally.do the work on this Subject. And for my owa 
rt, I heartily- wiſh it was a Principle univerſal] = 
fow'd and imbrac'd. - I know of none it can be of 
to, but-wild, wicked, -or exorbitant Princes; and. So 


abroad, to oppreſsand 


. make not the leaſt- Conſcience of the Rights of the Sub- 


jx& : It would be a juſt Awe to theſe, but to the 


. or tolerable, as it ought to be 'indeed, (Peaceful 


gg by how much Prices ae inal eſjedh 
and: better, ou 
t acres and hel? Sul 


We haye- a Prince now our ſelves deſcrvedly to be 


. Valued and Honour'd by us ; and whoſe Glory it is. to 
' have deliver'd us from Op 
. deliver'd with Juſtice and 'Fhe 


fon, and to govern us 


tigs 
we have been in, and the Things-we have ſuffer'd,” have 


 ariſea evidently from our felves, and from our Enemies 


abroad, but = from his good and righteous Govern- 
long Glorious and H yr rr in him. 


+ ; and may we be 
eis Truſted as well-as Honoured by our 
; dhe Spring and Soul of the.League, tad Bubynck of bot 


i 
our -own, and t 
- Oppreſſor, and a Hook, as it is 
. om Lonmtien of Critendew;. 
| h laden with the Spoils of Peace 
ng that is ſo Great and Glorious abroad, 
:to be Admir'd and Rever'd at And 
"et - us that are. of the Church, be no'way wants 
Love, Honour, . and Duty towards: him. wn 
hearty and affeftionate as to-the.Church, 
time to eur. Prince and Government too ; —_ 
never fail of Honour and Sycceſs:: __ Fious.excellen 
Mother, and beſt of Churches, ſpall flour uh under him, 
| as it deſerves, ſo ſhall-jt . be: the Praiſe and 
Glory of che Exglih, Nation, . -But :Jet not any. of. us be 
cold in our Duty or AﬀeQion;. or think that the. Intereſt 
of the, Church - we are of lyes  moiegits and-Stif- 
—_— _ ge im a jealous. agd. 
1 ented, thiggs Be oſt me to Qur 
Minds ; and of which our ſelyes.perha 
occaſion : Nothing :can miſchief due <Gividi 
ei Ke Church and. apeamene; nn les 
e 'Thir nin of his Subjzefts; are: 
ane pey +, — the being aggrieved. 
: Teak ahe, we EELS SI 1 RG, 
more x 1 y 
as bein$, under, a Pricce juf a nn _—__ that 
Red wary Ha - h mg ” | 
of _t .or, the truth 'is, © » Or. parts- 
. of them, And however ſome may ol par or of. 
him, as King de fadto, if t hens it, >, hee 
. at. this time our ' Real, Ri ut aod Lawfol King, ; 
that any other naw hath the jſt Righe or Tit to the 
. Crown,.I am far from joyning with x inthe Term; 
..and think. that the Exprethon | is falſe and. —_— 


42 
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and muſt do our Chorch miſchief in the Eyes 'of thc 
Government : Sure Tam, it is contrary alrogether to my 
Hypotheſis ; _— unto which, as the have 
* juſt Right in certain 'due Cafes of laying aſide\a Prince, 
foalfo to chooſe another in his Room, whether ſtritly 
in a diret'Succeſlion' or no : The Wiſdom of the Na- 
tion, and the extraordinary Jun&ure muſt determine 
that. And I look upon the Prince that is thus Choſen, 
to be ſo far from having a leſs Right, that he hath rather 
a greater/Right to the Crown than any other j* as bein 

fo peculiarly and 7 oport try to it. | And if theſe 
things -were generally acknowledged, as I coyld wiſh 
they were, T'think *this Matter would be rightly bonnd- 
ed, the People'ſecured in their juft Liberties, their 'Con- 
ſciences as well as their ſons eaſed, and as all 
Fa@iouſneſs and Seditioufnels, fo Exorbitant Tyranny 
reprobated and excluded. | | | 

It caquot' be expeted that in a matter of fo nice a 
Nature, 'and irveterate a Prejudice as this is, I ſhould 
be able to'/prevailwith fix'd Men on the other fide : Tr 
will be'as much as 'carr be expected, ro make fome Im- 

on the ſober and canſiderate. Bur whatſoever 
it doth owany, I only 'beg of all this, Juſtice and Can- 
dour, that, as I faid before, I may not be thought to 
write from" any 'wilful Spirit of Pride, © Erronr,, or of 
—_— but from a great ſenſT of Juſtice, Charity 
and ity, and'of the'Publick Rights and Liberties 
of 'Men'; and fb'as to fix in'theſe 'Cafes the Bounds, as 
far as may'be, of Truth and'Equity.. 

* Ir 'may. be 'thoughr poſſibly and expetted by fome, 
that I ſhould have fortified my Principles by ſome Read- 
ing and Authorities; and 'I could, it T had picafed, or 
would 'have 'been'at the 'Pains, have amaſs'd together 


ſame of 'theſe, But if whar I ſay be Truth and Reaſon, 
t _ I the 
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I the leſs matter Teſtimonies and Quotatians -of this 
kind. And certainly altogether we ars not to bang on 
the Lips of 6thers, though Pious otherwiſe and Learned 
Perſons; and I know of na cailſe tg think, that in ſuch 
Matters as theſe we muſt never exceed what hath been 
ſaid before by many : For this is far from. being 
altogether New or Heteradox : Aad not anly the lats 
Primate, with ſeveral more, as we are aſſur'd by a Pre» 
late that knew, were of this Sentiment, but kiſhop Kang 
in bis full and excellegt Accquot of the State. of Lreland 
during the late Reign, and. at the Rgvolptioa, . hath 
briefly, yet handſomely eſpouſed and eſtabliſhed is. .. ... 

I have not indeed, as he, with reſpet to England, 
made particularly out that. there was a Total and Fun- 
damental Subverfion in the late Reign coming on us ; 
and what an aftual Advance there had been made in it, 
For it hath been ſo often done, and is ſo well known 
and remembred, that I thought it needleſs altogether to 
give my {elt or the Reader that trouble. However, as 
occafion was, Thave hinted it. And Tet but by main 
Argument and Hypotheſis be allow*'d, and I ſhall leave 
it to all to judge of the Fitneſs and Propriety of the 
Application. | 

But tis time now to comg to a Concluſion; and I 
have already been longer than TI firſt intended, as defign- 
ing the greateſt Brevity. imaginable : For I am well 
aware how theſe, and ſuch other things, are apt to {well 
on the Hands of thoſe that write chem. The capable 
and unprejudiced will ſee what is driven at in this Bre> 
Viy, and perhaps be edified; - bur for others, a Volume 
would increaſe, but not leſſen? their Prejudices and Dif- 
likes. I know it is very ſhort of a juſt TraQt ; but vs- 
leat quantum walere poreſt, and I am an Enemy to long 
and tedious Writing on every Subject. HF 
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f will only tin this in hor; That if any Laws of 
our own at any: time made, de,. ſhall { ſeem to be contrary to 
this Tener; if the Caſe and Carriage of the Primitive 
Chriſtiaos under aty of rhE Emperours ſtall be pleaded ;. 
if it*1hall be ne al he pon Moe 
. the Popiſh rigne 0 3 ori Scriptures 
here not taken notice of- ſhall be urged ; 'I doubt not, if 
need were, or I would infift upon it, to give av 
irs an} Anſwer ugto all oF them - Is L-li 
not y to enter; uporiit ; and you Str, 
the Trouble I have already been now bold to give you : 
No with it as you pleaſe. I am abruptly naw. Deareft 


; - Jowrs,, &c. 
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